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I. Introduction 

Recent decisions by the Lebanese government affecting the status of Syrian refugees have once 

again been brought to the center of attention in Lebanon. These decisions have been pursued 

without any consideration by the Lebanese government for the countless reasons that led Syrians to 

leave their country. In many respects, the situation of Syrian refugees in Lebanon may be no less 

severe than the pressures and abuses they suffered through in Syria. Recently, the Lebanese 

government has tried to increase pressure on these refugees, driven by the plans of the 

Government of Syria (GoS) and its Russian ally: specifically, to push the refugees back to Syria and to 

convey to the international community that the war is over and that the time has come for 

reconstruction.  

II. Removal of Refugee Camps 

The Lebanese government has increased pressure on Syrian refugees by launching ongoing raids by 

the Lebanese army and security forces into camps inhabited by Syrian refugees. These include 

unannounced raids in to several camps in the Beqaa Valley, located in eastern Lebanon and have 

resulted in the destruction of several tents. Similar events have occurred in the town of Arsal. These 

occurrences have intensified after direct warnings issued by the mayor of Arsal and have been 

compounded by a decision issued by the Ministry of Defense which classified all cement buildings 

established by refugees as illegal and ordered their removal.  

This outcome has been reported in many camps, including al-Mualemeen, al-Naseem, Abnaa al-

Shuhadaa, al-Hamd, and al-Abrar. It should be noted that most of the refugees residing in these 

camps were displaced from al-Qusayr in Homs province as well as the towns of Qalamoun. The GoS 

does not allow the return of the population 

to these areas. 

The tents or cement structures being 

threatened with removal are either the 

results of modifications made to the main 

tent or the construction of cement rooms 

that were built due to urgent need and the 

harsh weather in Arsal. The moves and 

policies of the Lebanese authorities have 

raised a great deal of concern and 

confusion among Syrian refugees in Arsal, 

especially after they had been previously 

given until the tenth of June to remove 

these rooms and tents.  

 

 

Mrs. Fatima lives in the al-Salam camp with her 

three children, one of whom has special needs. 

Fatima lost her husband in Syria. Her eldest son 

lives next to her, along with his four children.  

Fatima spoke with a strangled voice: "Shall I sleep in 

the streets!? What shall I do with these orphans and 

the sick? Even one room has become a dream!" 

"We have lost everything and we have only this 

room," says Jalal from one of the camps, "we have 

been nervous since the decision was reported to us. 

People are confused and the fate is unknown to us,” 

he added.  



 

 

III. Consequences of Removal 

The decision to remove these camps will result in the following: 

- Approximately 1,500 refugee families will lose their shelters, and more than 8,000 people 

will remain homeless, including children, elderly people, and people with special needs. The 

number of Syrian refugees in Arsal is more than 50,000, with more than 70% of them living in 

a total of 116 camps, many of which are located on land leased by the refugees themselves. 

- A rise in extreme poverty among refugees because this decision will prompt refugees to 

reduce their food costs to pay for shelter. 

- Many families will be forced to return to Syria, with threats of imminent death or detention. 

 

IV. Recommendations 

In light of these consequences, the Syrian Civic Platform (SCP) calls on the Lebanese authorities to 

abandon their decision in Arsal, in light of the difficult living conditions of refugees as well as the 

adverse weather conditions in the summer. 

We also appeal to international organizations and the United Nations’ bodies and organizations to 

follow up closely with this issue and to respond quickly to the humanitarian situation if the Lebanese 

authorities insist on implementing their plans to remove the camps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


