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I. Introduction	

	
The	Syrian	Civic	Platform	(SCP)	monitors	violations	in	the	Daraa	province,	which	has	been	subject	to	
Russian-brokered	 settlement	 agreements	 with	 the	 Government	 of	 Syria	 (GoS).	 This	 report	 is	 the	
sixth	report	monitoring	the	situation	in	Daraa	since	the	GoS	took	control	of	the	province. 
	
A	sense	of	anticipation	prevailed	 in	Daraa	during	May	2019	as	a	 result	of	 recent	developments	 in	
Idlib	province.		
	
This	report	monitors	the	security	situation	in	Daraa,	which	was	marked	by	an	increasing	number	of	
kidnappings	 and	 killings	 in	 various	 areas.	 Additionally,	 this	 report	 monitors	 the	 poor	 economic	
situation	as	a	result	of	high	prices	and	scarcity	of	materials	during	the	month	of	Ramadan,	and	the	
absence	of	many	basic	materials	due	to	the	fuel	crisis.	
	
II. Security	situation		

	
The	 following	 is	 a	 summary	 of	 assassinations	 and	 killings	 according	 to	 the	 areas	 where	 they	
occurred:		
	

§ Al-Sanamayn:		
		
The	 town	of	 al-Sanamayn	witnessed	 tensions	 that	 led	 to	 the	 blocking	 of	 all	 the	 entrances	 to	 the	
town,	 including	 agricultural	 roads,	 which	 prevented	 the	 entry	 of	 materials.	 This	 occurred	 after	
clashes	erupted	following	the	arrest	of	four	young	men	by	the	GoS’s	Criminal	Security	Branch	in	the	
town.	The	clashes	 resulted	 in	 injuries	 to	a	police	officer	and	a	number	of	 civilians,	prompting	 the	
GoS	to	send	heavy	military	vehicles	to	protect	the	security	complex	 in	the	town	center.	The	town	
center	 is	 the	 center	 of	 the	 Syrian	 Army's	 Ninth	 Division	 as	 well	 as	 the	 operation	 center	 of	 the	
Lebanese-Hezbollah	militia.		
	
The	residents	of	the	town	demanded	the	transfer	of	the	Lieutenant	who	had	caused	the	events,	but	
the	GoS	returned	him	to	his	office,	which	angered	the	residents.	As	a	result,	other	clashes	erupted,	
killing	 and	 wounding	 a	 number	 of	 GoS-affiliated	 security	 men,	 in	 addition	 to	 killing	 one	 civilian.	
Another	civilian	died	as	a	result	of	the	siege	imposed	on	the	town.	Following	that,	negotiations	were	
held	between	the	residents,	a	delegation	of	 the	GoS,	and	the	Russians	to	resolve	the	conflict,	but	
they	failed.	The	GoS	refused	to	release	the	detainees,	transfer	the	Lieutenant,	and	to	unblock	the	
roads,	insisting	that	the	attackers	be	handed	over	first.	
	
After	an	eight-day	siege,	the	town’s	roads	and	points	of	access	were	opened	without	the	demands	
from	 both	 sides	 being	met.	 Additionally,	 there	 was	 a	 dispute	 about	 how	 to	 respond	 to	 the	 GoS	
request	to	hand	over	some	people.		
	

§ Dael:	
An	opponent	of	the	GoS	was	kidnapped	in	the	town	of	Dael	and	found	dead	and	beheaded	several	
days	 later.	The	residents	of	the	town	accused	the	GoS	of	the	crime.	The	town’s	police	station	and	
the	 military	 checkpoints	 have	 become	 subject	 to	 attack.	 Additionally,	 sporadic	 shootings	 have	
occurred,	which	pose	a	danger	to	the	lives	of	citizens.		



 

	
§ Daraa	al-Balad	

	
Tensions	 prevailed	 in	 Daraa	 al-Balad	 district	 throughout	 May,	 and	 a	 number	 of	 events	 were	
documented:	

o A	 civilian	 who	 was	 working	 in	 the	 Arabian	 Gulf	 region	 was	 kidnapped,	 robbed,	 and	
severely	beaten.	

o There	was	a	random	shooting	occurred	in	the	Abbasid	and	al-Arbaeen	neighborhoods.	
o A	civilian	holding	a	settlement	card	was	arrested	while	in	Damascus.	
o There	 was	 an	 attempt	 to	 assassinate	 Malik	 Mosalma,	 a	 former	 member	 of	 the	 Free	

Syrian	Army	(FSA)	in	the	village	of	Nasib.	A	child	was	also	injured	as	a	result	of	left-over	
war	materials	 and	 the	 Syrian	 Army's	 Sixth	 Corps	 launched	 an	 arrest	 campaign	 against	
activists	and	FSA	fighters.	

o A	mortar	rocket	launched	from	an	anonymous	source	fell	in	the	district.	
o An	explosive	device	detonated,	killing	two	civilians	and	wounded	another.	
o A	civilian	was	killed	by	the	Syrian	Army's	Sixth	Corps	after	raiding	his	house	in	the	south	

of	Daraa.	
o A	child	was	run	over	by	one	of	the	GoS	vehicles.		
 

§ Al-Hirak	
	
The	 town	witnessed	 indiscriminate	 shootings	and	 criminal	 arrests,	 in	 addition	 to	 the	exploding	of	
left-over	war	military	materials	by	the	military	engineering	teams.	
	

§ Khirbet	Ghazaleh	
	
There	 were	 multiple	 casualties	 in	 the	 town	 as	 a	 result	 of	 war	 debris.	 Additionally,	 theft	 and	
destruction	of	homes	by	unknown	persons	has	continued.	
 

§ Mhajjah	
	
There	were	raids	on	activists’	homes	as	well	as	indiscriminate	shootings.	
	

§ Muzayrib	
	
The	 town	 suffers	 from	 insecurity	 and	 chaos,	 assassinations,	 the	 spread	 of	 weapons,	 and	
indiscriminate	shootings	resulting	in	multiple	casualties.	
 

§ Nawa 
	
The	town	witnessed	kidnappings,	armed	robberies,	criminal	arrests,	and	the	explosion	of	 left-over	
war	materials,	though	there	have	not	been	any	casualties.	
	

§ Tal	Shihab	
	
Unidentified	armed	men	attacked	a	car,	killing	one	passenger	and	wounding	three	others.	The	four	
people	 that	 were	 attacked	 are	 known	 to	 belong	 to	 Hezbollah,	 so	 it	 is	 believed	 that	 this	 is	 their	
reason	they	were	targeted.	In	addition,	the	indiscriminate	proliferation	of	weapons	casts	a	shadow	
over	the	movement	of	civilians.	Tribal	differences	are	increasing	with	no	role	for	state	institutions.	
	



 

§ Tafas:	
	
An	 FSA	 fighter	 and	 a	 person	 known	 for	 his	 work	 in	 disseminating	 the	 Shiite	 ideology	 were	 both	
assassinated.	 Additionally,	 two	 unidentified	 bodies	were	 found	 on	 the	 outskirts	 of	 the	 town.	 The	
town	suffers	from	insecurity:	there	was	an	explosion	and	the	Ghazali	Mosque	was	targeted	with	a	
hand	grenade.	The	perpetrators	are	not	known.	
 

§ Sahem	El	Golan	
	
The	Syrian	Army's	Fifth	Corps	arrested	a	former	ISIS	member.		
		

§ Hitt	and	Bosra	
	
A	member	of	Hezbollah	was	assassinated	and	explosions	took	place	due	to	left-over	war	materials.	
	

§ Om	Elmiathin 
	
	An	explosive	device	detonated	in	front	of	the	house	of	a	military	pilot	of	the	Syrian	Army.	
	

§ Buser	al	Harir	
	
	A	 car	 was	 targeted	 by	 unidentified	 armed	men,	 killing	 and	wounding	 GoS-affiliated	 soldiers	 and	
officers.	
	

§ Jileen	
	
The	 town	witnessed	 random	 shootings,	 kidnappings	 to	 secure	 ransoms,	 the	 explosion	 of	 leftover	
war	materials	on	agricultural	roads,	the	assassination	of	a	civilian	by	unknown	perpetrators,	and	a	
general	state	of	chaos	as	a	result	of	the	absence	of	institutions.	Furthermore,	attacks	continued	on	
military	checkpoints	in	the	area	with	the	goal	of	pressuring	the	GoS	to	release	some	of	the	leaders	
of	the	al-Mu'taz	Bil	Allah	Brigade	which	operates	in	Daraa’s	western	countryside.		
	

§ Ibtta	
	
Continued	raids	and	weapons	inspections,	in	addition	to	arrests	based	on	personal	allegations.	
 

§ Al	Musayfirah	
	
Light	weapons	attack	on	the	municipality	building	and	post	office.	
 

§ Jabbab	
	
The	release	of	a	student	after	being	detained	for	8	years,	as	well	as	the	arrest	of	an	FSA	member	by	
the	GoS.	
 

§ Muzayraa 
	
Shootings	occurred	at	the	military	checkpoint	combined	with	attempts	to	break	into	it.		
	

§ Daraa	City	



 

	
A	 former	 commander	 of	 the	Military	 Council	 in	 Quneitra	 province	 was	 arrested	 by	 the	 Criminal	
Security	Branch	in	the	area.	In	addition,	an	attack	on	a	military	checkpoint	by	youths	took	place	after	
they	were	provoked	by	 the	 flag	of	Hezbollah	and	pictures	of	Hezbollah	 Secretary	General	Hassan	
Nasrallah	being	posted	 in	the	area.	There	were	clashes	at	 the	electricity	checkpoint,	and	a	special	
amnesty	was	 issued	 in	 Daraa,	 resulting	 in	 the	 release	 of	 15	 detainees.	 1,090	were	 exempted	 for	
investigation,	and	4,024 formal	notifications	were	dropped.		
	
III. Political	status	
	
There	has	been	little	change	in	the	political	scene	in	Daraa,	but	there	is	a	state	of	anticipation	as	a	
result	of	the	current	events	in	Idlib.	The	Governor	of	Daraa	visited	some	areas,	such	as	the	town	of	
Sida.	Additionally,	the	governor	met	with	some	of	the	leaders	of	the	security	services	and	some	of	
the	most	important	and	influential	figures	in	the	province.	The	gathering	of	tribes	was	organized	in	
the	town	of	Ghuraiya	and	included	participants	from	Syria,	Palestine,	Lebanon,	and	Jordan.	
	
IV. Other	events	in	the	province	

 
o Writings	on	the	walls	continued	and	appeared	in	many	of	the	towns	and	villages	of	Daraa	
o The	situation	for	reserve	military	service	and	conscription	remains	unchanged.	
o There	is	continued	work	on	mine	clearance	in	Hauran,	a	region	that	spans	parts	of	southern	

Syria	and	northern	Jordan.	
o There	were	 attacks	 on	multiple	military	 checkpoints	 that	were	 carried	 out	 by	 the	 popular	

resistance.	
o There	was	an	attempt	to	assassinate	a	former	commander	of	the	southern	front	by	putting	

poison	in	his	food	while	he	was	in	a	meeting	with	Brigadier	General	Mohammed	Issa.	
	
	


