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Northwest Syria Update 

1 – 10 January 2020 

Introduction: the Syrian Civic Platform will monitor the situation in the Northwest of Syria in January 2020 

and will update the Syrian and international actors on the situation. This is in response to the concerns of 

Syrian civilians have in those areas due to the escalation of violence by the Syrian regime and Russia. 

This report monitors the humanitarian and field conditions in Northwest of Syria from 1 to 10 January. The 

areas monitored by this report are those which are outside the control of the regime in Idlib Governorate, 

south and west of Aleppo Governorate, Western Hamah countryside, and Lattakia countryside, where this 

region is inhabited by more than 3.5 million people. 

The Northwest is still suffering from heavy shelling and war operations launched by the Regime forces and 

Russia, despite the announcement of a ceasefire on 9/1/2020. 

The continued depreciation of the value of the Syrian pound against the US dollar, as the exchange rate of 

the Syrian pound reached 950 Syrian pounds per dollar (as of 7/1/2020), led to an increase in the prices of 

most commodities and placed the heaviest burden on the population that already suffers from major 

economic challenges such as poverty and unemployment. The continued rise in fuel prices in the 

Northwest is most notable, where a liter of diesel recorded a price of 690 SP while the price of domestic 

gas pipelines rose to 9400 SP. This is increasingly felt with the onset of winter and the increasing need of 

people for heating fuel in light of these difficult circumstances. As a result, the population has resorted to 

replacing the missing fuel by burning clothes and used shoes in addition to the plastic tires and 

miscellaneous waste despite the knowledge of its health and environmental impact.  

Education 

The education sector is still suffering from paralysis and almost complete cessation of the educational 

process, especially after the European Union suspended its grant to the education sector in Idlib, which 

was covering 65% of the total scholarship provided to education from the Manahel Project for Kimonix . 

Displacement Movement   

The villages of the Southern and Eastern countryside of Idlib governorate, in close proximity to the 

Regime's controlled areas, are still largely unpopulated.  

The general Southern countryside of the governorate is also witnessing a movement of displacement 

towards the Northern regions near the Syrian-Turkish border, where an estimated 96,000 people have 

been displaced, approximately 15,300 families from 12/31/2019 to 10/1/2020. This has raised the total 

number of displaced people since the beginning of November to more than 379,000 displaced people as 

a result of the military operations launched by the Syrian Regime forces and backed by Russian forces and 

with heavy air cover carried out by Russian warplanes. 

The displaced people in the Northern regions suffer from difficult humanitarian conditions, especially with 

the onset of winter and the weak response of organizations to the humanitarian needs of the displaced, 

especially in regards to shelter, food, education, water, sanitation and heating fuel. Indeed, a significant 

number of them are still without shelter, or live in tents within the boundaries of agricultural lands. 

 

Victims 
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 The number of victims during the period from 1 /1/ 2020 to 10 / 1 / 2020 reached to 29 dead with a high 

number seriously injured as the direct result of ongoing offensive actions.  

29 Dead 

Children Women Men 

10 5 14 

 

Field Conditions 

Southern and Eastern Idlib:  The Syrian Regime forces continue their military campaign on the East and 

South of Idlib supported by Russian forces. This military campaign has been accompanied by shelling on 

those areas by Russian and Syrian warplanes in combination with the ground forces of the Regime forces. 

Helicopters of the Regime forces where seen in the following areas and subjected the area to almost daily 

bombing with various types of weapons. 

 

Southern Countryside Idlib: The Target Areas of the Bombing 
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The town of Sarmin was also bombed with cluster bombs on 1/1/2020, resulting in 9 deaths, including 4 

children and 2 women. 

On 10/1/2020, the village of Sarjeh was hit by rockets loaded with cluster munitions. 

The border areas witness frequent clashes between the Opposition forces and the Regime forces and its 

allies. 
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Western of Idlib: Some areas of the Western countryside have been subject to intermittent shelling by the 

Russian ground forces and warplanes. 

Western Countryside Idlib: The Target areas of the Bombing 

Al-najiya Al-kinda Maraand Jisr Shughur Bdama 

 

Also, the villages of Maraand and Al-najiya were subjected to cluster bombing on 1/1/2020. 

 

Idlib City: Russian warplanes bombed the city of Idlib on 1/1/2020. 

 

Northwest Hama: Some villages in the Northwestern countryside of Hama witnessed intermittent artillery 

shelling by the Regime's ground forces. 

Western Countryside Hama: Areas Targeted by the Regime Forces' Ground Shelling 

Al-Engawy Al-Arima Jub Suleiman Al-Hawija Zizoun Station 

 

South and West Aleppo: On 1/1/2020, Russian warplanes launched several raids on the following areas: 

 International Agricultural Research Center in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), Um Ataba, Sheikh Ahmed, Tal 

Hadya, and Zammar. 

 

Northeast Lattakia: The region witnessed intermittent clashes between the Regime forces and the 

Opposition forces on the Kabina axis in Lattakia countryside in the context of repeated attempts by the 

Regime forces and their allies to retake land, however, without any change to the scope of control on the 

ground. 

 


