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Northwest Syria Update 

11-20, November, 2019 

Introduction: The Syrian Civic Platform will monitor the situation in the Northwest of Syria from November 

2019 – January 2020 and will update the Syrian and international actors on the situation. This is in 

response to the concerns that the Syrian civilians have in those areas due to the escalation of violence by 

the Syrian Regime and Russia. 

This report monitors the humanitarian and field conditions in the North-West region of Syria during the 

period of November 11 – 20, 2019. The areas covered include areas outside of the Syrian regime control 

(Idlib, Southern and Western Aleppo, the Lattakia countryside and the western area of the Hama 

countryside) which encompasses a population of more than 3.5 million people. 

During the reporting period, the North-West witnessed a significant rise in fuel prices after the start of 

the battle of Nabe Salam. During the battle, disruption and violence affected the lines of fuel 

transportation from the Eastern regions. Liters of diesel were to amount to 600 Syrian Pounds (SP), while 

the prices of domestic gas pipes rose as high as 6000 SP. This situation is exacerbated by the decline of 

the Syrian pound against the U.S. dollar (USD) where the exchange rate is currently 750 SP to 1 USD. This 

decline in currency has led to an increase in prices of most commodities, weakening in economy, poverty, 

unemployment and difficulty purchasing heating fuel with the upcoming winter. This has severely 

impacted the population increasing the suffering of the Syrian population. 

Education 

The education sector is still suffering from weakness due to security for children, lack of qualified 

teachers, and a mass exodus of professionals who left the province or country. The formal education 

process has almost been completely suspended, especially after the European Union stopped their grant 

to support education in Idlib, which covered 65% of the total grant for education in the region (reference: 

Manahel project). 

Displacement Movement 

Rural villages in the southern and eastern areas of the province of Idlib, which are close to regime 

controlled areas, are still mostly abandoned. 

The entire Southern countryside of Idlib is also witnessing movements towards the northern areas near 

the Syrian-Turkish border, where the number of displaced, since the beginning of November, reached to 

more than 45,000 people. This is due to frequent and increased shelling in most areas south of Idlib and 

local population fearing military ground operations by the Regime which has resulted in hundreds of 

thousands of people to be displace to the Northern areas near the Syrian-Turkish border. This has resulted 

in overcrowding, lack of houses or tents for the newly displaced from the Northern countryside of Hama 

and the Khan Sheikhoun area in the Southern Idlib area after the regain of control of Regime Forces in 

those areas. 

IDPs in the Northern areas suffer from difficult humanitarian conditions, especially with the advent of 

winter and the weak response of organizations to the humanitarian needs of the displaced, especially 

shelter, food, education, water, sanitation and heating fuel, where many of them are still homeless, or 

live in tents on agricultural land. 
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Victims 

The number of victims during the reporting period, reached to more than 145 people including dead and 

wounded. This number is expected to rise due to the massacre that took place late on Wednesday, 

November 20, 2019 in the camps inside of the town of Qaah due to shelling and cluster missiles.   

Dead             59 

 Children Women Men 

15 16 28 

 

Wounded             87 

 Children Women Men 

19 18 50 

Field Conditions 

Northern Idlib: On November 20, 2019, Regime forces and Iranian militias bombed a camp for displaced 

people and a maternity hospital in the town of Qaah near the Syrian Turkish border. They also launched 

a cluster rocket that caused a massacre of displaced people, mostly children, which set off fires across 

the camps.  

It is worth mentioning that the camp areas on the Syrian-Turkish border in Idlib includes nearly one million 

displaced people and before the bombing was considered a semi-safe area housing hundreds of 

thousands of displaced people.  

Southern Idlib: On a daily basis, Russian warplanes increased the frequency of shelling on many cities and 

towns in the South of Idlib.  

 

 

Southern Idlib Countryside:  The Targeted Areas Bombed by Warplanes 
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The South of Idlib witnessed the return of helicopters from the Regime Forces after a long absence of 

warplanes in the province of Idlib, which threw hundreds of daily barrel bombs on civilian houses in 

several cities and towns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Regime Forces also continued to shell several areas south of Idlib daily. 

Southern Idlib Countryside: The Targeted Areas by Regime Ground Forces' Shelling 
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East of Idlib: Russian warplanes also continued to shell several areas of Eastern Idlib on an almost daily 

basis.  

 

 

 

 

 

On November 20, 2019, Russian warplanes bombed the village of Almsherfa in the far Southeast region 

with phosphorus bombs to gain control of the village. However, this was unsuccessful, because soon after, 

opposition forces were able to regain control.  There has been an increase in the frequency of ground 

shelling on a daily basis by Regime forces in Eastern Idlib and it has intensified the conflict. 

 

Southern Idlib Countryside: Target Areas with Explosive Barrels 
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Eastern Idlib Countryside:  The Targeted Areas Bombed by Warplanes 
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Eastern Idlib Countryside: The Targeted Areas by Regime Ground Force Shelling 
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West Idlib: Regime force airstrikes on the West of Idlib have decreased, except for the sporadic shelling 

of the villages in Maraand, Najiya, and Al-Sheikh Sindian. Artillery shelling also decreased in Western Idlib, 

but the area continues to suffer from repeated targeting of the following areas: 

Western Idlib Countryside: The Targeted Areas by Regime Ground Forces' Shelling 
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Northwest Hama: Artillery and rocket shelling in the Western Hama countryside continues almost daily. 

Western Hama Countryside: The Targeted Areas by Regime Ground Forces' Shelling 
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On November 18, 2019 Regime force warplanes bombed the villages of Alsirmanya and Dweir Alakrad. 

On November 20, 2019, the Regime force warplanes bombed the village of Alsirmanya. 

 Southern and Western Aleppo: The last 10 days had an absence of warplanes in the area of Western and 

Southern Aleppo. Ground shelling has decreased, except for sporadic artillery shelling on the following 

villages and towns: 

North East Lattakia: Russian warplanes continued their daily shelling of the Kabina area Northeast of 

Lattakia. The Regime's helicopters were reported to drop explosive barrels daily on the same area. 

 

 

Southern and Western Aleppo Countryside:  The Targeted Areas by Regime Ground Forces' Shelling 
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