
 

Page 1 of 4 

Northwest Syria Update 

21 February 2020 

Introduction: Syrian Civic Platform will monitor the situation in the Northwest of Syria from 15 to 21 

February 2020 and will update the Syrian and international actors on the situation. This reflects the 

concerns that Syrian civilians have in those areas being targeted by the Syrian Regime and Russia. 

 

This report monitors the humanitarian and field conditions in Northwestern of Syria in the period from 

15 to 21 February, and in areas outside the control of the Regime in Idlib Governorate, South and West 

of Aleppo Governorate, Western Hamah countryside, and the Lattakia countryside.  This region is 

inhabited by more than 3.5 million people. 

The North-West is still suffering from the bombing and military operations launched by the forces of the 

Syrian Regime and Russia. The Syrian Regime forces have taken control of large areas west of Aleppo, and 

the attack is continuing in the Southern and Eastern countryside of Idlib at a lower rate, resulting in the 

displacement of more than 100,000 people from their homes. 20 civilian victims have been accounted for 

during this military campaign.   

The Northwest also suffers from poor economic conditions, where poverty and unemployment are 

widespread, thus even more exacerbated by Syrian Regime forces gaining control over more land and 

people fleeing from them. The region has lost large areas of agricultural land that has been the main 

source of living for most of the population.  In addition, the devaluation of the Syrian pound against 

foreign currencies has led to a rise in prices of all commodities and has weakened overall commercial 

trade.   

The suffering of the population is compounded by the onset of winter and the increase for people's needs 

of heating fuel. In these difficult circumstances, people have been resorting to replacing 

fuel by burning clothes, used shoes, tires and plastic waste, despite its great harm to human health and 

the environment.  There has been a continuing rise in fuel prices in the Northeast and Northwest 

implemented by the Syrian Democratic forces, which are being used to secure the needs of the Northwest 

with fuel in sufficient quantities through the import of Bab Al-Hawa border crossing with Turkey in limited 

quantities and high prices.  

 

 

Field conditions 

South, West and North Aleppo: The Syrian regime forces have continued their military campaign backed 

by Russian and Iranian allies in the west of Aleppo. These areas have been  bombed by Russian and Syrian 

warplanes and ground forces. The west of Aleppo is subjected to daily bombing with various types of 

weapons. 
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Southern and Western Aleppo countryside 

The target areas of the bombing 

Al-Atarib 
Maaret 
Naasan 

Tqaad 
Al-

Sahhara 
Daret Azza 

Deraman Kafsr Nouran Al-Tawwami Arhab 
Sheikh Barakat 

Mountain 
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Al-
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Sheikh 
Akeel 
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Bala Betron 
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Hretan Anadan 

Bsartoun Awejel Tadil 
Al-

Abzemo 

Jameiyyat 
Sa'adiya 

Al-
Mahabba 

Joudi Bahfis A'ajil Kafar Dail 

    Al-Salloum 

 

On February 17, 2020, Russian warplanes bombed Al-Fardous and Al-Kanana Hospital, causing extensive 
damage and several injuries. The  two hospitals are now not in service because of the damage.  

As a result of this campaign, the Regime forces and their allies managed to control most of the Western 
countryside of Aleppo, including control of more than 30 villages and towns west of Aleppo.  

Southern and Western Aleppo countryside 

Areas controlled by the Regime forces and their allies 

Al-
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Southern and Eastern Idlib: There has been a continuous bombing campaign in the areas of Southern 
and Eastern Idlib by Russian and Syrian warplanes in addition to on the ground forces. The following areas 
are subject to almost daily bombings:  

Idlib Southern and Eastern countryside 

The target areas of the bombing 

Kafarsijna 
Kafar 
Nubul 

Hass Qminas Maarzita 

Al-Nqier 
Sheikh 
Damis 

Msebin Al-Arbain Al-Rami 

Orm Al-Joz Kourin Ariha Maatrim Sarmin 

Taftanaz Bsanqoul Mentif Al-Mghara Mhambil 

Marret 
Hurma 

Binnish 
Der 

Sunbul 
Bsamis Al-Nerab 

Shinan 
Al-

Mastouma 
Al-Bara Ferkia Der Louza 

 Hzarin Bsaqla Kansafra Benin 

 

Idlib City: 

On February 15, 2020, Russian warplanes bombed Idlib city and the Al-Habbat village. 

On February 20, 2020, Idlib city was bombed by Syrian regime force war planes.  

Northern Idlib:  

On February 15, 2020, the Syrian Regime forces bombed a camp for the displaced, near Samada (close to 
the Syrian-Turkish border), and the city of Marret Masrin with artillery shells. This resulted in the death 
of one civilian victim.  

On February 17, 2020, the city of Al-Dana, near the Turkish border, was hit by artillery shelling by the 
Syrian regime forces, which killed one civilian victim.  

On February 18, 2020, Russian warplanes bombed the town of Termanin, killing 3 civilians. Also, the 
villages of Kfarya, Al-Foua, and the town of Al-Dana were hit by artillery shells from the Syrian Regime 
forces, however, there were no counted casualties.  

On February 19, 2020, the city of Dana, close to the Turkish border, was hit by artillery shells by the 
Regime forces. There were no recorded causalities.  

Idlib west: 

The Western countryside of Idlib witnessed intermittent artillery shelling by the Syrian Regime forces in 
the following areas: 

Idlib West 

Areas targeted by artillery and missile shelling 

Bdama Jisr Shughur Maraand 
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Northwest Hama: 

On February 20, 2020 Russian warplanes bombed the villages of Horta and Shahrnaz. There were no 
recorded casualties.    

Northeast Lattakia: 

The region is currently witnessing intermittent clashes between the Syrian Regime forces and its allies 
against the Opposition forces, without changing the map of control over the ground.  

Displacement Movement   

More than 100,000 people have been displaced in the North-west during the period between 15 to 21 
February, 2020. This brings the total number of displaced people between  1 November 2019 - to 21 
February, 2020 to over 1 million internally displaced persons. 

The majority of displaced people during this period migrated towards the Northern countryside of Aleppo 
(Azaz and Afrin) and the Northern countryside of Idlib, near the border strip in addition to border camps. 

The Northern countryside of Idlib, near the Turkish border, is witnessing a large population congestion 
that has exceeded its absorptive capacity. This has resulted in newly displaced people taking refuge in 
agricultural lands and mountains, where they live in the open, and/or have found refuge in some villages 
within schools and mosques.  

The displaced people in the Northern regions suffer from difficult humanitarian conditions, especially 
with bad weather and severe cold weather. Their suffering has increased the need for organizations 
related to humanitarian support. They urgently need shelter, healthcare, food, education, water 
sanitation and heating fuel.   

Education 

The education sector is still suffering from weakness due to security for children, lack of qualified 
teachers, and a mass exodus of professionals who left the province or country. The education sector is 
still suffering from paralysis and almost a complete cessation of the educational process, particularly after 
the European Union suspended its funding to the education sector in Idlib. This had been covering 65% 
of the total aid provided to education from the Manahel Project for the Kimonex organization. 

The continuous and repeated displacement has cast a shadow over the educational process in terms of 
displaced students, as well as the inability of schools in the host areas to absorb the large and increasing 
numbers of students. 

With the huge increase in the numbers of the displaced, some community activities in many areas 
resorted to housing the displaced in schools and public facilities, which led to the pause of the educational 
process in a large part of the schools in the Northern region. 

  

 


